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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 8,9 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-7,10-16,19-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Chou et al. (WO 02/052404A2). As per claims 1,23, Chou et al. discloses receiving a 
request to transition control to a virtual machine (VM) from a virtual machine monitor 
(VMM); determining whether the VMM has requested a delivery of a fault to the VM; and 
if the VMM has requested the delivery of a fault to the VM, delivering the fault to the VM 
when transitioning control to the VM on page 12, line 20 - page 13, line 6. The fault is 
the interrupt. 

4. As per claims 2,1 1 ,24, Chou et al. discloses wherein the request to transition 
control to the VM is received via an instruction executed by the VMM on page 12, line 
23 -column 13, line 6. 

5. As per claims 3,20,25, Chou et al. discloses wherein determining whether the 
VMM has requested the delivery of the fault to the VM comprises: accessing a fault 
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indicator maintained by the VMM; and determining whether the fault indicator is set to a 
delivery value on page 17, line 19 - page 18, line 7. The fault indicator is the name of 
the interrupt or exception. 

6. As per claims 4,21 ,26, Chou et al. discloses determining an identifier of the fault 
and a type of the fault; and determining whether the fault is associated with an error 
code that is to be provided to a handler associated with the fault on page 17, line 19 - 
page 18, line 7. The fault identifier is the name of the interrupt or exception, which 
indicates the type of fault. The error code is the value associated with the fault (interrupt 
or exception) in a particular architecture. 

7. As per claim 5, Chou et al. discloses if the fault requires the delivery of the error 
code to the handler associated with the fault, retrieving the error code and providing the 
error code to the handler on page 17, line 19 - page 18, line 7. 

8. As per claims 6,15, Chou et al. discloses the fault indicator, the fault identifier 
and the type of the fault are stored in a first field; and the error code is stored in a 
second field on page 17, lines 19-21 . This information is stored within the redirection 
map. 

9. As per claims 7,16, Chou et al. discloses wherein the first field and the second 
field are included in a virtual machine control structure (VMCS) on page 17, lines 19-21. 
The structure is defined by the redirection map. 

10. As per claim 10, Chou et al. discloses a virtual machine monitor (VMM); a data 
structure controlled by the VMM, the data structure storing a fault indicator; and fault 
delivery logic to receive a request to transition control to a virtual machine (VM) from the 
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VMM, to determine whether the VMM has requested a delivery of a fault to the VM 
using the fault indicator, and to deliver the fault to the VM when transitioning control to 
the VM if the VMM has requested the delivery of the fault to the VM on page 12, line 20 
- page 13, line 6. The fault is the interrupt. The data structure is defined by the 
redirection map which holds the fault indicator which is the name of the fault (interrupt or 
exception). 

11. As per claim 12, Chou et al. discloses wherein the fault delivery logic is to 
determine whether the VMM has requested the delivery of the fault to the VM by 
accessing the fault indicator maintained by the VMM, and determining whether the fault 
indicator is set to a delivery value on page 17, line 19 - page 18, line 7. The fault 
indicator is the name of the interrupt or exception. 

12. As per claim 13, Chou et al. discloses wherein the fault delivery logic is further to 
determine an identifier of the fault and a type of the fault, and to determine whether the 
fault is associated with an error code that is to be provided to a handler associated with 
the fault on page 17, line 19 - page 18, line 7. The fault identifier is the name of the 
interrupt or exception, which indicates the type of fault. The error code is the value 
associated with the fault (interrupt or exception) in a particular architecture. 

13. As per claim 14, Chou et al. discloses wherein the fault delivery logic is further to 
retrieve the error code and provide the error code to the handler if the fault requires the 
delivery of the error code to the handler associated with the fault on page 17, line 19 - 
page 18, line 7. 
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14. As per claim 19, Chou et al. discloses a memory to store guest software; and a 
processor, coupled to the memory, to receive a request to transition control to the guest 
software from a virtual machine monitor (VMM), to determine that the VMM has 
requested a delivery of a fault to the guest software, and to deliver the fault to the guest 
software when transitioning control to the guest software on page 12, line 20 - page 13, 
line 6 and on page 19, line 15 - page 20, line 2. The fault is the interrupt. 

1 5. As per claim 22, Chou et al. discloses wherein the processor is further to retrieve 
the error code and provide the error code to the handler if the fault requires the delivery 
of the error code to the handler associated with the fault on page 17, line 19 - page 18, 
line 7. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

16. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

1 7. Claims 23-26 are not limited to statutory embodiments. In view of Applicant's 
disclosure, on page 4, claim 18, the machine-readable medium is not limited to statutory 
embodiments, instead being defined as including both statutory embodiments (e.g., 
ram) and non-statutory embodiments (e.g., carrier waves). As such, the claim is not 
limited to statutory subject matter and is therefore non-statutory. 

18. Claims 10-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claim 10 recites 'a virtual machine monitor... 1 . 
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These claims merely recite software per se, which is not permissible under the 
Examination Guidelines for Computers - Related Inventions. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yolanda L Wilson whose telephone number is (571) 

272- 3653. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:30-4:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Beausoliel can be reached on (571) 272-3645. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Yolanda L Wilson 
Examiner 




